
Woodlands’ Newsletter “3” 
2nd October 2026 

 

 

Contact us :  office@woodlands.staffs.sch.uk   

Telephone : 01827 429020 [office open 8.00am—4.00pm] 

Breakfast club bookings: bc@woodlands.staffs.sch.uk 

School Website 
www.woodlands.staffs.sch.uk 

 

If you have any questions or concerns 
please contact your child’s class 

teacher via the office.  

If you have a whole school question or 
concern, please contact Mr Baker    

via the office.  

Whole School Attendance (This year so far): 96.92% 

Winning Team attendance (This year so far): Offa 96.61% 

Well done to our WOW Workers – see the PowerPoint on the website 

Class 25.09.26 02.10.26 Class 25.09.26 02.10.26 

Ash Elm Ekam Theo 

Oak Finlay Delilah-Rae Redwood George Parker 

Pine Shay C Jack Chestnut Jenson Florrie 

Birch Paisley Teddy Aspen Matthew Darcey 

The whole class  

 

Monday 5th October 
OPEN EVENING 

On Monday the school doors will be open from 3:25pm to 4:30pm to ena-
ble  families to visit their child’s class,  look at the environment, books 

and have a chat with their teacher. If you need to discuss a specific issue 
please contact the office to make an appointment as Monday will be an 

‘open class’. 

The teachers will also hand out copies of ‘Year End Expectations’. 

These are leaflets that tell parents what each child should know by the end of their year in school. 
This is what the teacher uses to ensure they have taught everything the child needs. If a child  
cannot do these things, school will put in extra support to help the child. We ask all families to 

look at the leaflet and help their child/ren learn the Age Related Skills and Knowledge. 

If you need any further information please do not hesitate to ask 

HELP NEEDED 

Can you or the company where you work help? Can you get access to cheaper resources or free 
materials? Does your work offer ‘charity days’ where they help in the community? 

If you can answer yes to any of these– please contact Mr Baker 



The school now runs wraparound care 
from 7:45am to 5:30pm.  

 
· Early birds (Breakfast club) runs from 

7:45am—8:35am costing £3.50 per 
child, £2 siblings. 

 
 

· Owls (After school club) Short session 
3:20pm- 4:30pm costs £5. 

 
Extended session 

3:20pm- 5:30pm costs £10.  
 

The first few weeks have been a great   
success and the Wraparound leaders are 

warm, welcoming and caring. 
The children who have attended have said; 

“it’s fun” 
“it’s calm” 

“it’s the funnest thing about school” 
“I love the snacks” 

 
We still have spaces so why not book a 

session to give it a trial? 
  

The children build friendships and          
confidence as they play with children from 

across the school. 
 

Our wraparound care is booked via the    
Arbor app.  

Stir Caterers  

Community Academies Trust have changed the school caterers– we now have a company 
called STIR. Over the next few weeks we will see some changes in School Dinners,         
already the quality of the food has improved with is being cooked fresh with lots more 
fresh food in the ingredients. 

After October half term we will introduce the online booking service through the   
Arbor app for you to select what meal your child eats each day.  

more information will follow on how to do this.  

If you have any comments or concerns about dinners please contact: info@stirfood.co.uk 

Elm 

Sadly Mrs Shipley Smith is still unwell 
and unable to teach Elm class. We had 
hoped that she would return soon and 

so have covered with staff that the chil-
dren know. We now know that Mrs Ship-
ley-Smith will be off work for a longer 
period and so have  employed a more 
long term member of staff to teach in 
Elm until Mrs Shipley-Smiths’ return. 

Bikes & Scooters 

School gates open at 8:35am so please  
ensure children do not arrive too early  

before this time. We have received      
several reports of children riding bikes 

and scooters dangerously around the front 
of the school. Please speak with your      

children about safety, and please be extra 
careful during drop-off and pick-up times.  



Reminders of expectations: 

Children should be reading at least 3 times per week. This helps them attain the rewards 
they deserve. 

Children’s attendance should be above 97% - please avoid missing any days from school     
unless ill. Absence calls must be made by a parent or carer by calling the school office before 9.10am.  

There is a designated answer machine for absence messages. Miss Hodson will then follow up any attendance     
queries as needed. 

For safety reasons; No hoodies or jewellery for PE. PE T-shirts should be plain white. Joggers should be 
plain black or Navy. PE kit is uniform not outdoor learning/forest clothing. 

School gates open at 8:35am and close at 8:45am. Children arriving after 8:45am miss the start of learning 
and are marked as late! 

Key dates 
Monday 5th October—Open evening 3:20pm—4:30pm  

Tuesday 13th October—Reception 2027 starter open evening 4-5pm 

Wednesday 14th October—Ingestre Hall Parent Meeting 3:30pm  

Friday 16th October—Year 1 WOLF Day 

Monday 19th October—NHS Flu Immunisations   

Wednesday 21st October—Halloween Disco & Pumpkin decorating competition (Non-Uniform) 

Thursday 22nd—Friday 23rd October—INSET DAY School CLOSED  

Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October—Half Term School CLOSED  

Saturday 31st October—High school application closes  

Monday 2nd November—School re-opens  

Notes from the Office 

Arbor Pay—Please ensure you have credits in your account 
before taking items such as Dinners and Breakfast Club/

Wrap Around  sessions. If you have any outstanding 
payments on your account please clear as soon as possible. 

All communications are now through Arbor.  

If your contact details or address have changed please 
update the Arbor app or inform us here in the office. 

Attendance 

We have started the year with good attendance– this means that the children are IN school, learning, making 
friends and learning new routines in their new class and year group, an essential part of success in school. 

We have been asked by the Government and Local Authority to remind families that we can only authorise  
absence from school for very specific or exceptional circumstances. School attendance is monitored very 
closely by our Governors, our Trust, our Local Authority and the Government.  

All unauthorised absence is recorded and reported to the Local Authority. This may lead to a fixed penalty 
notice. 

Break the Rules Day 

Break the Rules Day has been a huge success with our children! They thoroughly enjoyed the chance to break 
the rules and truly excelled at showing off their creative sides.  

Thanks to your fantastic participation and generous donations, we are thrilled to announce that we managed 
to raise £176 for our PTA. Every penny raised goes directly towards purchasing new resources to enrich our 

school and support our student learning. 

Thank you for your continued support and for making this day both fun and impactful. We look forward to 
our next PTA event—The Halloween Disco & Pumpkin Decorating competition on Wednesday 21st October! 

School Uniform 
 

Please help your child by putting their name in 
their clothes and on their drinks bottle. We are 
trying to reduce the amount of lost  property 
wasted. We already have a pile of 
unlabelled clothing in our lost 
property box after just 4 weeks. 



PTA Spooktacular Pumpkin Decorating Competition 

 

Our PTA is hosting a Pumpkin Decorating Competition during the school disco on 
Wednesday 21st October. Your child can bring in their decorated Pumpkin from home 

along with a £1 entry fee—this will be displayed in the school entrance. 

 

· Entry Fee: £1 per Pumpkin paid to the school office 

· Prizes: A Selection of Spooky treats to win 

· Drop-Off: Please bring your child’s decorated pumpkin into school during the 
week commencing 19th October. Make sure their name is clearly labelled on it 

so it can be displayed for everyone to admire.  

· Collection: Children attending the disco will take their pumpkins home with 
them afterwards. If your child is not attending the disco, they will bring their 

pumpkin home at the end of the day. 
Wi 








