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Our Curriculum  

Welcome to the Curriculum booklet. This leaflet will explain what each child at The Woodlands 

Community Primary School learns in each term of the school year.  

  

Here at The Woodlands we have mixed age classes year 1 and 2, year 3 and 4 etc. Because of this 

we have a 2-year rolling curriculum so that children have access to all that they need to learn 

but do not repeat anything when they are in the next year up. The information in this booklet 

shares one of the 2 ‘curriculum cycles’.21  

   
Our curriculum is split into two main parts:  

Core: English, [reading, writing and Spag] Maths and Science  

Foundation: Geography, History, IT, RE, PSHE, Art, Music, PE, Design Technology  

  

English – Reading, Writing, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG).  

Teaching and learning in English follows the National Curriculum objectives for Reading, Writing 
and SPaG [Spelling Punctuation and Grammar].  

Each half term, our writing in English is linked to a text from the foundation topic focus.  

   

Guided Reading:   

Reading is split into key skills or ‘domains’ Each reading domain skill is modelled by the teacher, 
followed by independent activities where the children apply these skills with a different text. 
The children read with an adult on a weekly basis within school; please support this by reading 
regularly at home.   

  
Spelling:  Spellings rules are taught, practised and applied in class and tested the following week. 

These weekly spellings can be found in the homework book sent home each half term.  

  

Maths   

Teaching and learning in Maths follows the National Curriculum objectives.     

We have a strong focus on the core principles of fluency, problem-solving and reasoning and we 
ensure our learning in Maths is presented in a real-life context so the children understand how 
it would be used beyond the classroom.  

  
Maths lessons follow the STAR framework – See it, Try it, Apply it Reason it.  

  
Times-tables (and division facts) are tested weekly; a practice activity can be found for each week 

in the half-termly homework booklet.  
  

Science:  

Our learning in Science is centred around National Curriculum expectations. Children are 
encouraged to think critically and work scientifically, making predictions, recording          
observations and drawing conclusions.  

  



  

Foundation Curriculum :     

Our curriculum is broad  -   children learn a wide variety of subjects, making links in their    
learning across these subjects.    

Our foundation curriculum brings together the teaching of the National Curriculum History and  
Geography knowledge and skills into a wider theme, which changes each half term.   

Science, Art, DT, Music and PSHE are taught separately but are also are explored through  
linked topics where relevant. PE, RE and MFL are taught in a weekly lesson.    

  

  

Commando Joe ’ s:   

At Woodlands we have incorporated Commando Joe ’ s  RESPECT curriculum into our whole - 
school learning.   

As part of this curriculum, children develop characteristics of effective learning and a sense of  
community and belonging, through learning:   

R esilience,    

E mpathy,    

S elf - Awareness,    

P assion,    

E xcellence,    

C ommunication    

T eamwork ( RESPECT ).   

  

Children learn about key characters throughout history who have shown these characteristics  
and take part in  ‘ missions ’.  These are practical activities in which children have to work as a  
team and solve problems. These are linked to the wider curriculum and reinforce learning,  
and most importantly, allow the children to demonstrate these skills, communicate            
effectively and build their self - confidence.     
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Year 1 and 2 

Topics 

 

  

Autumn 
1 

Bright Lights, Big City 
What is a city? What can you find there? Explore London and its landmarks, learn all about 

the Great Plague, the Fire of London and visit the Queen for tea at Buckingham Palace! 
  
Key knowledge and skills: 
Locate capital cities on a map, sequence events in chronological order, ask and answer questions, write reports, research the lives 

of significant individuals. 
Autumn 

2 
  

Towers, Tunnels and Turrets 
What was life like in a medieval castle? Explore the different types of castles and their features, 

learn all about tunnels and build a bridge to test its strength! 

  
Key knowledge and skills: 
Sequence using a timeline, use geographical language to describe features. observe and record information, recognise how places 

have changed over time, make observations and complete detailed field sketches. 
Spring 

1 
Dinosaur Planet! 

When did dinosaurs roam the earth? What were they like? How do we know so much about them? 

Become a palaeontologist and investigate our dinosaur planet! 

  
Key knowledge and skills: 
Explore events beyond living memory that are significant, explore the lives of significant individuals in the past, investigate, make 

observations. 
Spring 

2 
The Enchanted Woodland 

What lives in the woodlands? How does the environment help them to live there? Explore the 

wildlife, plants and animals in this habitat with maps and enjoy some traditional tales set in the 

forest! 

  
Key knowledge and skills: 
Use simple compass directions to follow and create maps, describe locations and features, identify and describe different plants 

and types of trees. 
Summer 

1 
Superheroes! 

Which superheroes do you know and what are their special powers? Design your own 

superheroes, write a superhero story and learn about some important people in history who 

are remembered for their amazing actions! 
  

Key knowledge and skills: 
Explore significant historical events, people and places,  explore changes within living memory, write comic strips and narratives. 

Summer 
2 

Land Ahoy! 
Have you ever wondered about life as a pirate? Set sail on your journey and learn all about 

famous pirates in history, follow a map and hunt for treasure! 
  

Key knowledge and skills: 
Name and locate seas on a map, recognise landmarks and human/physical features, observe and record fieldwork, create and use 

maps. 
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